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Gros Morne National Park 

A World Heritage Site 


Gros Morne National Park in 
Newfoundland was established as a 
permanently protected site in 1973. In 
1987, UNESCO — the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization — declared the 
park a World Heritage Site. The park 
is a wild landscape of fjords, coast, 
forest and mountains, but is primarily 
recognized for its geology. Key stages 
in the Earth’s history are recorded in 
park rocks, which provide evidence 
for an important concept, that of plate 
tectonics. This theory explains the 
movements and collisions of 
continent-sized plates of rock during 
vast periods of time. Geologists from 
around the world visit Gros Morne to 
study its fossils and to decipher the 
geological story told by its ancient 
rocks. It has been my good fortune 
that my research at McMaster 
University has allowed me to visit a 
number of National Parks in Atlantic 
Canada, including Gros Morne. 

The Park protects 1805 square 
kilometres of the Great Northern 


by Robert Dawson 
Peninsula of Newfoundland. It 
comprises two main land types: an 
alpine plateau and a coastal lowland 
sandwiched between the slopes of the 
Long Range Mountains and the 
waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
The Long Range Mountains contain 
the oldest rock on the island, dating 
back 1,250 million years, and 
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represent the eastern edge of the 
massive Canadian Shield. The 
mountain after which the park is 
named dominates the view from the 
Visitor Reception Centre and from the 
highway near Rocky Harbour. At 806 
m it is the second highest peak in 
Newfoundland and was a prominent 
landmark for early French fishermen. 
The mountain is capped by shale, 
limestone and quartzite, some of the 
earliest sediments laid down as an 
ancient ocean widened several 
hundred million years ago. The James 
Callaghan Trail is a 16 Km, seven 
hour hike that leads to the top of the 
mountain and back. Atop the 
mountainous areas exits a vast alpine 
plateau; a rolling landscape of ponds 
and weathered rock, covered in a 
patchwork of stunted forest 
(“tuckamore” or “Krummholtz”), 
subar ctic heaths and grassy fens. 

Gros Morne’s coastal lowland lies 
just above sea level. Forced beneath 
the sea by the weight of glaciers 
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during the Ice Age, the land 
rebounded as the ice melted. Deep 
fjords carved into the Long Range 
Mountains became blocked from the 
sea as the lowlands rose above sea 
level. The long narrow lakes thus 
formed are known locally as ponds, 
one of the most dramatic of which is 
Western Brook Pond. A 3 Km trail 
leads from the highway to the western 
end of the pond, and in season a boat 
tour provides sightseeing cruises and 
access to the far end of the 16 Km 
long landlocked fjord. The glacially 
cut cliffs of granite, gneiss and schist 
tower 650 m above the water. This 
Precambrian rock is some of the 
oldest on the island and forms the 
bulk of the Long Range Mountains. 

Peat bogs blanket the 
poorly-drained coastal lowland, home 
of caribou in winter and dotted with 
the exquisite dragon’s mouth orchid 
in summer, while forests of fir and 
spruce cling to rocky ridges and the 
base of mountain slopes. Steep 
headlands, sea caves, broad cobble 
beaches, sea stacks and dimes of fine 
sand line the shore. The park is a 
complex combination of habitats, 
themselves reflecting different 
geological origins. 

The most important feature of the 
park is the Tablelands Exhibit. This 
mountainous, barren block is a slice 
of the rock that once lay beneath the 
same ancient ocean whose sediments 
formed the cap of Gros Morne itself. 
The yellow cliffs and eroded slopes of 
the Tablelands are peridotite from the 
upper mantle of the Earth, which in 
all but a few locations in the world, is 
usually snug many kilometres below 
the outer skin of the Earth, the crust, 


in which mountain chains and ocean 
basins are mere wrinkles. The mineral 
composition of the Tablelands 
prevents most plant growth and not 
even lichens survive. A few plants are 
able to grow in small patches. 
Carnivorous plants such as pitcher 
plants (die provincial flower), 
butterworts and sundews exploit 
alternative sources of food, while 
other species — alpine campion, 
tundra birch and yellow ladies’ slipper 
orchids are more typical of harsh 
alpine and nutrient-poor 
environments. The Tablelands form 
much of the southern section of the 
Park and are a conspicuous feature. 


Not even lichens 
survive the 
mineral composition 
of the 
Tablelands 


Bonne Bay divides the Park into 
its southern and northern sections. 
The ice that flowed from two million 
to ten thousand years ago, and cut 
what is now Western Brook Pond, 
also cut Bonne Bay, though this 
remains open to the sea. Despite 
being only a few kilometres across it 
is exceptionally deep in places, and 
on occasion foraging whales are 
tempted in. 

While at the Park in 1995, we 
were fortunate enough to witness a 
run of capelin. Even if it wasn’t on 
the scale of runs of the past, there 
was still enough food to occupy the 
attention of a couple of Humpbacked 
Whales one evening as we watched 
from above Rocky Harbour It was 
only appropriate for us to dine on 


capelin that same evening. 

On the bird front, 1995 seemed to 
be a good year' for a number of boreal 
species. Numbers of Boreal 
Chickadees and Pine Grosbeaks were 
conspicuously higher than in 1994. 
One particularly vivid sight was a 
male Black-backed Woodpecker 
bathing in a hillside stream, though 
this was rivalled by a resplendent 
male King Eider with a mixed flock 
of equally pristine scoters, the colours 
on the beaks of the male Surf Scoters 
superficially made them resemble 
Puffins! To give some idea of the bird 
community on the Peninsula, two of 
us ran a Breeding Bird Survey near 
Roddickton. Of the 37 species 
recorded, commonest was the Robin, 
with 62 individuals recorded from 36 
of the 50 stops. Next was 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (41 from 
32) and then Northern Waterthrush 
(35 from 25). Other species included 
Swainson’s Thrush (25 from 18), 
White-throated Sparrow (24 from 21), 
Tennessee Warbler (21 from 17), Pine 
Grosbeak (12 from 11) and a handful 
of White-winged Crossbills, Common 
Redpolls and Greater Yellowlegs. 

Gros Morne itself had remained 
aloof and unclimbed but on our last 
full day at the Park it yielded some of 
its specialities. Rock Ptarmigan fussed 
around tired hikers, greeting us at the 
top of a short but steep ascent. 
Horned Larks hovered and twittered 
in the air in a rather swallow-like 
display, while Water Pipits parachuted 
down in song-flights. We missed out 
on Arctic Hare, and the caribou had 
already retreated from the summit 
with their new calves to the haven of 
the Long Range Mountains. With the 
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lobster festival at nearby Cow Head 
(one of the communities in its own 
enclave within the Par k), Gros Morne 
was a fun place to be. 

There is a great little booklet that 
covers many aspects of the Park and 
describes the various geological 
processes very succinctly and was 
invaluable when writing this. It’s 
called “Rocks Adrift: The Geology of 
Gros Morne National Park”, published 
in 1990 by Environment Canada 
(Parks Service) and the Minister of 
Supply and Services, catalogue no. R 
62-252/1990E. $ 


Omnibus Bill 
Threatens 

Conservation Lands 

by Don McLean 
According to the Canadian 
Environmental Law Association 
(CELA), the provincial government’s 
“Omnibus” legislation (Bill 26) in 
combination with its funding cuts 
“will undoubtedly result in the 
dissolution of entire Conservation 
Authorities and/or the sale of vast 
tracts of conservation areas”. In a 
brief prepared in late December, 
CELA argues that “it is likely that 
these lands will be developed as 
choice real estate for residential 
subdivisions”. 

The controversial Omnibus Bill 
amends the Conservation Authorities 
Act and gives municipalities the 
power to sell off lands acquired by 
Conservation Authorities under 
Schedule M, p.29, section 21(c). The 


CELA brief notes that “Conservation 
Authorities acquired lands with the 
help of donations from numerous 
parties, including individual donors, 
the Nature Conservancy of Canada, 
and a host of local service clubs on 
the clear understanding the lands 
would be held in perpetuity for 
conservation purposes. Bill 26 does 
not provide for any public input on 
decisions regarding the sale of lands 
nor does it provide for any safeguards 
to ensure the lands remain protected 
for conservation purposes.” 

Tire HNC is one of the volunteer 
organizations that has made large 
contributions to conservation 
authorities to help them buy 
environmentally significant lands. The 
situation facing the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority — which has 
received HNC donations of more than 
Si00,000 — is not yet clear-. The 
provincial government has announced 
funding reductions of 70%, but 
decisions on similar reductions by 
local municipal governments have not 
yet been made. The HRCA is in a 
much stronger position than many 
rural conservation authorities because 
it generates much of its own income 
and consequently relies less than other 
C.A.s on government funding. 

The CELA brief notes other 
disturbing features of the Omnibus 
legislation. One is a regulation that 
exempts government spending cuts 
from examination under the recently 
established Environmental Bill of 
Rights. The government is normally 
required to seek public comment on 
all proposed policies and acts which 
could have a significant impact on the 
environment, but the regulation 


exempts all bills “that would result in 
the elimination, reduction or 
realignment of an expenditure of the 
provincial government”. 


Bill 26 allows 
municipalities to 
sell off Conservation 
lands 


Another section of Bill 26 makes 
it much more difficult for individuals 
to make requests under the Freedom 
of Information (FOI) Act. 
Government bureaucrats will now be 
able to deny FOI requests that they 
deem to be “frivolous or vexatious”, 
or in cases where the individual 
applying can’t prove a particular 
document or record exists. 

CELA also suggests that 
amendments to the Game and Fish 
Act may lead to privatization of 
wildlife in the province and the 
replacement of management for 
biodiversity with management for 
production of game species. It is also 
concerned with changes to the Lakes 
and Rivers Improvement Act which 
may relax environmental restrictions 
on construction of dams. 

The implications of some other 
features of Bill 26 are unclear because 
they depend on regulations that have 
not yet been revealed. For example, 
the Public Lands Act is being 
amended to remove the statutory' list 
of activities on public lands for which 
pennits are required. Instead permits 
will only be required for activities 
listed in the regulations. At present, 
permits are required for such things as 
logging, mineral exploration, and 
construction on public lands; as well 
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as dealing of public lands, and 
dredging and tilling of shore lands. 
CELA is concerned that if regulations 
are not put in place continuing the 
requirement for permits for these 
activities that “it will mean ‘open 
season’ oil the vast public lands, 
rivers and lakes in the Province. This 
will likely result in serious and 
widespread negative environmental 
impacts.” $ 


The Right Whale: 

a Species in Peri! 

by Brian McHanie 
and Jocelyn Neysmith 
Of all the great whales, probably 
none is closer to extinction than the 
Right Whale (Eubalaena glacialis). 
Right Whales average 15m in length 
and about 54,00 kg in weight. 
Worldwide the species was 
decimated by commercial whaling 
activities that began in North America 
in 1530, with the Basque people’s 
whaling off the coast of 
Newfoundland. As early as the 
mid-1700s, the Right Whale 
population in the North Atlantic was 
severely depleted. Estimates based on 
the analysis of historical documents 
suggest that about 1,000 Right Whales 
once occupied the waters between the 
Bay of Fundy and Florida 

According to the World Wildlife 
Fund, there are currently fewer than 
350 Right Whales left in the North 
Atlantic, and collisions with shipping 
and recreational vessels currently pose 
one of the worst threats to this 
endangered species. Another Right 


W hale was recently found dead on the 
shores of the Bay of Fundy, and the 
whale's broken vertebrae indicate that 
a collision with a ship probably 
caused its death. It has been estimated 
that one-third of Right Whales deaths 
are caused by human activities. 





Right Whales are coastal animals 
that swim relatively slowly, often 
floating on the surface of the water, 
which makes them extremely 
vulnerable to collisions with ships. 
While Right Whale conservation 
zones have been established in the 
Grand Manan and Rosewav Basins, 
adequate monitoring and enforcement 
of these guidelines have waned. Many 
ship collisions with whales could be 
prevented if the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) used 
their powers to force ships to slow 
down or avoid areas where Right 
Whales congregate. 

With so few of these magnificent 
creatures remaining, it is imperative 
that DFO take action to reduce the 
number of collisions between Right 
Whales and ships. To save the 
remaining Right Whales from 
extinction it is very important that 
you inform the DFO Minister of your 
concerns regarding the effects of 
shipping on the survival of Right 
Whales. A form letter will be 


available on the Conservation table at 
the February meeting which you can 
sign and send to the Minister. 
However, we encourage you to write 
your own letter as one personal letter 
has far more impact, and is given 
more weight, than several form 
letters. Please write to the address 
below and ask The Honourable 
Minister of f isheries and Oceans, to 
monitor the distribution of Right 
Whale populations in relation to 
shipboard traffic. This initiative must 
be carried out in conjunction with the 
enforcement of shipping guidelines in 
Right Whale areas. Tell Mr. Tobin 
that it is crucial that he take 
immediate action on this issue and 
that you are awaiting news of his 
progress. 

Send your letter to: 

Minister of Fisheries and Oceans 
Government of Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 

(no postage required) 

Note: Brian Tobin has resigned to 
become the Premier of Newfoundland 
and as the Wood Duck goes to press, 
a new Minister of Fisheries and 
Oceans has not been announced. 
However, a new Minister will be 
appointed soon. If you miss the 
announcement, please check with the 
Conservation Committee at the next 
meeting to find out who is the new 
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans. <y* 
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The Future 
of Red Hill Valley 

by Don McLean 

The future of Red Hill Valley 
continues to remain uncertain, but the 
focus of attention has shifted from 
Queen’s Park to City Hall. In late 
November, on the same day the 
provincial government announced 
over $6 billion is spending reductions, 
Premier Harris also revealed the 
amount which the province is 
prepared to contribute to the 
completion of the controversial Red 
Hill Creek Expressway. 

According to the announcement, 
the province will provide $20 million 
a year for the next five years for the 
project, for a total of $100 million. 
The provincial government has made 
clear that this is all it is willing to 
contribute to complete the east-west 
cross-mountain expressway, construct 
the north-south expressway and build 
the two interchanges which are 
intended to link the project to the 403 
and QEW. While this is a substantial 


amount of money, it falls far short of 
expectations and leaves the regional 
government with the task of finding 
an even larger amount from local 
property taxpayers. As of the end of 
1995, the remaining construction costs 
of the expressway total about $240 
million according to the Regional 
Commissioner of Transportation and 
Environmental Services. 

Previous Liberal and Conservative 
provincial governments had promised 
to pay 50% of the east-west 
expressway, 70% of the north-south 
and 100% of the necessary 
interchanges with provincial 
highways. At the current stage of 
construction, that would have been 
expected to total between $165 and 
$170 million, instead of the $100 
million final figure. 

While the regional government 
attempts to sort out what it can now 
do, the process around its request for 
an exemption from an environmental 
assessment for the project continues to 
move slowly ahead. Sometime in the 
last half of January 1996, the region 


is expected to initiate a public 
consultation process over the design 
of the north-south expressway and the 
interchange with the QEW. This 
gathering of public opinions is 
required before the region can 
formally ask for an exemption from 
an environmental assessment. 

The complete terms of reference 
of this public consultation process 
have not been released at this time. 
Indeed, even the map of the proposed 
route has not been made public. There 
is some indication, however, that 
regional officials may try to limit the 
public’s opinions to merely the design 
of the roadway, and rule out of order 
any comments on where it should be 
located, if it is needed or whether 
regional taxpayers can afford it. 

Given the extensive biological 
inventory undertaken by the HNC 
over the past year, it will be 
important for Club members to try 
and ensure that decisions are made 
which fully take into account the rich 
biodiversity uncovered there. 


Noteworthy Bird Records 

By Rob Dobos 

Total species recorded during 1995 to December 31: 289. For underlined species or dates a written documentation is required by 
the Hamilton Bird Records Committee, Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. 

Observers: Alfred Adamo (AA), Jim Anderson (JA), Angelo Avlonoides (AAv), Clive Baugh (CBa), Ross Beatson (RB), 

Christine Bishop (CB), Hazel Broker (HB), Duane Brown (DB), Mike Cadman (MC), Gerry Chappie (GCh), Nina Chappie (NCh), 
Barb Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Ted Cheskey (TC), Michael Clark (MCI), Glen Coady (GC), George Coker (GCo), 
Jim Cram (JC), M Cranford (MCr), William Crins (WC), Bill Cuddy (BCu), Hugh Currie (HC), Robert Curry (RC), Rob Dawson 
(RDw), Keith Dieroff (KD), Rob Dobos (RD), Jim Dowall (JD), Paul Eagles (PE), Gavin Edmonstone (GE), Jill Elliot (JE), Chris 
Escott (CE), Lois Evans (LE), Shiela Forbes (SF), J.P. Frappier (JF), Denys Gardiner (DG), Alex Gray (AG), Jerry Guenther 
(JGu), Jerry Guild (JG), Carl Hamann (CH), John Hannah (JHa), Kevin Hannah (KH), Doug Harding (DH), Brian Henley (BHy), 
Brian Henshaw (BH), Jim Heslop (JH), Matt Holder (MH), Renatta Houlen (RH), Jim Hummel (JHu), Barb Hux (BHu), Christine 
Jameison (CJ), Mark Jennings (MJ), Barry Jones (BJ), Albert Kuhnigh (AKu), Andrea Kingsley (AK), Mike King (MK), Roy 
King (RK), Jan Klyve (JK), Ursula Kolster (UK), John Lamey (JL), Bill Lamond (BL), Jim Lesser (JLe), Dennis Lewington (DL), 
Gwen Lewington (GL), Roger Lobb (RLo), Rick Ludkin (RL), Wolfgang Luft (WL), Bill Luton (BLu), Stuart Mackenzie (SM), 
George Mann (GMa), Sheldon McGregor (SMG), Brian McHattie (BMH), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Greg Meek (GMk), John 
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Merriman (JMe), George Meyers (GM), Libor Michalak (LM), John Miles (JM), D.J Miller (DM), Matt Mills (MM), Emmanuel 
Milot (EM), Lorelei Mitchell (LMi), George Naylor (GN), John Olmsted (JO), Rose Peterson (RP), Marlene Planck (MP1), Rod 
Planck (RP1), Brian Pomfret (BP), Bill Read (BR), Greg Salter (GS), A1 Sandilands (AS), Ron Scovell (RS), Bill Smith (BS), Ian 
Smith (IS), Paul Smith (PS), Rick Snider (RSn), Mike Street (MS), Ken Symington (KS), Sam Tabone (ST), John Tregurtha (JT), 
Rohan van Twest (RvT), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Harry Walker (HW), J Watt (JW), Martin Wernaart (MW), Bob Westmore 
(BWe), Dorothy Westmore (DWe), Brad Wilson (BrW), Brian Wylie (BW), Joan Xuereb (JX), Wilf Yusek (WY), Many 
Observers (m obs ). 

Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the 
migration 

L -last occurrence for the 
migration 

HSA -Hamilton Study Area 
max. -maximum # reported 

OCTOBER - DECEMBER 1995 

Red-throated Loon: One on Lake Ontario off Fifty Point C.A. [NG] Oct 20 F (BS,DG), and one there Oct 25 (RD); 17 over 
Victoria Park, Hamilton [ HW] Oct 26 (BS); birds at Woodland Cemetery [HW]\ 9 -Oct 28 (BS), 1 -Nov 12 (RC et al.), 2 -Nov 
14 (RDw); birds off Van Wagners Beach [HW] 12 -Nov I (RD et al.), 1 -Nov 11 (GC), 490 -Nov 19 (RD et al.) (record high 
count for HSA), two off Stoney Creek [HW] Nov 5 (BS,JC,JD); one off Newport Yacht Club [HW] Nov 12 (RD et al.), two over 
RBG Arboretum [HW] Nov 16 (JO,JD); 70 flying east off Fifty Point C.A Nov 19 (RD et al.), one off Winona [HW] Nov 30 L 
(MS). 

Common Loon: 20 off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 25 (RD), 14 over Brantford [ZJ/f] Oct 29 (BL); 25 off Van Wagners Beach Nov 1 
and 40 there Nov 19 (RD et al.), 34 at Woodland Cemetery Nov 12 (RC et al.), four on Hamilton Bay off LaSalle Marina [HW] 
Dec 2 (KM); two off Bayshore Park [HW] Dec 24 (KM). 

Pied-billed Grebe: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [/VG] Oct 9 (KM,RD,BC); one at Red Hill Creek [HW] Oct 13 (KS); four at 
Waterworks Park, Brantford [BR] Oct 28 (BL); birds on Nov 5: 15 -Mountsberg C.A. [WLHW] (RvT el al.), 3 -Taquanyah C.A. 
[HN] (JM et al.), two off LaSalle Marina Nov 14-Dec 31 (RDw;m.obs ), and three there Dec 2 (BS.JD); one at Leander Boat 
Club [HW] Dec 10 (KM). 

Horned Grebe: Six off Shoreacres [HL] Oct 14 F (KM); two at Puslinch Lake [WL] (MC et al.) and 24 off Stoney Creek 
(BS,JC,JD) Nov 5; 110 off Fifty Point C.A. Nov 19 (RD et al.), five off LaSalle Marina Nov 17 (RD), and two there Dec 2 
(KM). 

Red-necked Grebe: Birds off Shoreacres: 24 -Oct 14 (KM), 4 -Nov 9 (KH), 1 -Nov 25 (KM); three off Appleby Line Oct 11 
(RD), and two there Nov 9 (KH), 12 off Fifty Point C.A Oct 20 (BS,DG), and one there Nov 19 (RD et al.)', one at Puslinch 
Lake (MC et al.) and six off Stoney Creek (BS,JC,JD) Nov 5, one on Bay off Willow Point [HW] Dec 18 (RD); two at LaSalle 
Marina Dec 22 (KM). 

Eared Grebe: One off Burloak Park, Burlington [HL] Nov 12 * (MH,AK) 

NORTHERN GANNET: The following sightings likely involved the same juv. bird: Van Wagners Beach: Nov 1 * (MK et al.), 
Nov 5 (WC,BH), Nov 12 (KM et al.), Nov 27 L (RPl.MPI); Burlington Beach Canal [HL] Nov 3 (RD), Fifty Rd, Winona [HW] 
Nov 5 (BS,JC,JD), Appleby Line, Burlington [HL] Nov 9 (KH); Fruitland Rd, Fruitland [HW] Nov 10-11 (JO,BJ;CG). 

American White Pelican: The two birds remained at Princess Point and Dundas Marsh [HW] Oct 1-21L (m obs ), and were also 
at Van Wagners Beach Oct 6 (CE,JT) 

Doublet-crested Cormorant: 325 at Tollgate Ponds Oct 13 (RD); one at LaSalle Marina Nov 30-Dec 28 (RD,MS), one past 
CCIW [HL] Dec 27 (RD), one at Desjardins Canal [HW] Dec 30 (KM) 

American Bittern: One at Red Hill Creek Sep 7 (KS); one at Van Wagners Beach Nov 1 L (RD et al.). 

Great Blue Heron: One over LaSalle Marina Dec 24 (KM). 

Great Egret: One at Green Lane, Paris [fi/?] Sep 17 (BL), four at Dundas Marsh Oct 2 (RDw), two at Van Wagners Ponds 
[HW] Oct 1 — 15L (RD et al). 

Green Heron: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Oct 4 L (RDw) 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: One ad ,five juv. at Bronte Marsh [HL] Oct 17 (RD), and one there Nov 5 (MJ), 11 remained at 
. _ _ . _ page 96 


Plumages, etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 

imm -immature 
juv -juvenile 
subad -subadult 
1st win -first winter 
3rd yr. -third year 
win. -wintering 


Counties/Regions: 

Brant [#7?] 

Haldimand-Norfolk [HN] 
Halton [HL] 

Hamilton-Wentworth [HW] 
Niagara [NG] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [W'l] 

Wellington [WL] 
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Van Wagners Ponds Nov 5 L (WC,BH) 

Tundra Swan: Two ad. at Dundas Marsh Oct 21 F (KM); 22 at Mountsberg C A Oct 23 (MW); a max of 57 at Dundas Marsh 
(BP) and 36 at N Shore Hamilton Bay (KM,RW) Nov 5; six off LaSalle Marina Nov 30 (RD), and seven there Dec 24 (KM); one 
at Christie C.A [HW] Dec 1 (RD). 

Trumpeter Swan: Two ad.,two imm. (all wing tagged) off LaSalle Marina Nov 30 F (RD), and five there Dec 24 (KM); eight at 
Venture Inn [HL] Dec 24 (KM). 

Whooper Swan: One escapee at Woodland Cemetery Oct 23 F (RDw). 

Snow Goose: One at Woodland Cemetery Oct 7 (RDw); the resident white morph at Princess Point Oct 28-Dec 6 (RP,IS;RD); a 
flock of 21 blue,5 white over Brantford Oct 29 (BL), two white at Green Mountain Rd Quarry [HW] Nov 5 (DL GL) two white 
at Fifty Point C.A. Dec 8 (KH). 

Brant: Birds at Fifty Point C.A.: 15 -Oct 5 F (fide MS), 1 -Oct 20 (BS.DG), 2 -Nov 5-7 (BS,JC,JD,KH); one off Spencer 
Smith Park [HL] Oct 31 (RD), 11 off Van Wagners Beach Nov 1 (MK el a!.), and two there Nov 17 L (JLe), one at Princess 
Point (RDw) and one at Oakville Lakeshore [HL] (SMG) Nov 5. 

Wood Duck: Eight at Dundas Marsh Oct 7 (RD et al.)] four at Red Hill Creek Oct 9 (KS); four at Burloak Park Oct 15 (MJ); 
nine at Spencer Creek & Cone 5 [HW] Nov 4 (RD,BC). 

Green-winged Teal: 66 at Valley Inn [HL] Oct 22 (RD,BC); 270 at Dundas Marsh Oct 29 (RD,BC,KM); 370 at Hamilton Bay 
(RC,JO) and 250 at Mountsberg C.A. (RvT et al.) Nov 5; five at Van Wagners Ponds Dec 5 (RD), six at Chedoke Creek [HW] 
Dec 10 (KM); one f. at Grand River at Lome Bridge [itf?] Dec 15-31 (BL,KM), one f. at Mouth of Red Hill Creek Dec 22 (KM). 
Northern Pintail: 17 at Woodland Cemetery Oct 7 (RDw); 55 at Tollgate Ponds Nov 2 (RD), 40 at Mountsberg C.A. Nov 5 
(RvT et al.)\ 10 at Mouth of Red Hill Creek Dec 22 (KM), 31 at S Shore Hamilton Bay Dec 26 (RC,JO). 

Blue-winged Teal: Two at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 21 (KM); one at Mountsberg C.A. Nov 5 (RvT et al.), one at Van Wagners 
Beach Nov 19 L (BS,DG). 

Northern Shoveler: One leucistic f. at Tollgate Ponds Oct 1 (KM); a max. of 225 at Tollgate Ponds Oct 7 (RD et al.), 25 at 
Valley Inn (KM,RW) and 20 at Mountsberg C.A. (RvT et al.) Nov 5, two at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Nov 12 (RD et al.)] five at 
Princess Point Dec 6 (RD), six at Mouth of Red Hill Creek Dec 22 (KM). 

American Wigeon: Seven at Dundas Marsh Oct 2 (RDw), 170 at Mountsberg C.A. Nov 5 (RvT et al.), one at Grand River at 
Lome Bridge Dec 31 (BL,KM,BMH). 

Canvasback: A max. of 93 at Tollgate Ponds Nov 29 (RD), 65 at LaSalle Manna Dec 22 (KM). 

Redhead: A max. of 58 at Tollgate Ponds Nov 2 (RD); 41 at Puslinch Lake (MC et al.) and 12 at Mountsberg C.A. (RvT et al.) 
Nov 5; five at Leander Boat Club Dec 10 (KM). 

Ring-necked Duck: 30 at Tollgate Ponds Oct 13 (RD); a max. of 130 at Mountsberg C.A. Nov 5 (RvT et al.)] 14 at LaSalle 
Marina Dec 24 (KM). 

TUFTED DUCK: One f. at LaSalle Marina Dec 22 F (KM). 

Greater Scaup: About 1000 off Appleby Line Oct 11 (RD), 1890 off N Shore Hamilton Bay/Burlington Lakeshore (KM,RW) 
and 4000 off Winona [HW] (BS,JC,JD) Nov 5; 3000 off Glover Rd, Winona [HW] Dec 22 (KM). 

Lesser Scaup: Three at Valens C.A. [HW] Oct 4 (RD); birds on Nov 5: 3100 -E End Hamilton Bay (RC,JO), 1100 -off Stoney 
Creek (BS,JC,JD), 270 -N Shore Hamilton Bay (KM,RW). 

COMMON EIDER: Four f. off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 20 F (DG,BS). 

Harlequin Duck: The same f. at several locations: Venture Inn -Nov 5 F (KM,RW), Van Wagners Beach -Nov 11-14 (GC el 
al), Fifty Point C.A. -Nov 19 (RD et al). 

Oldsquaw: 100 off Fifty Rd Oct 22 (RD,BC). 

Black Scoter: One at Burlington Beach Canal (RD) and one off Fifty Point C.A. (DG.BS) Oct 20; a max. of 25 off Venture Inn 
Nov 7 (RD), seven f. off Sioux Lookout Dec 4 (BS.JD), and one m.,one f. there Dec 24 (KM), one f. at Fifty Point C A Dec 8 
(KH). 

Surf Scoter: One at Bronte Oct 1 (MJ), one juv. at Windermere Basin Oct 9 (KM); two off Fifty Rd Oct 22 (KM); one off 
Woodland Cemetery Oct 29 (RD et al.)] a max. of 60 off Venture Inn Nov 5 (KM,RW); nine off Venture Inn to Sioux Lookout 
Dec 24 (KM). 

White-winged Scoter: One off Van Wagners Beach Oct 9 (KM); 50 off Fifty Point Nov 19 (RD et al), 160 off Sioux Lookout 
Dec 24 (KM); 1000 off Burloak Park Dec 30 (KM). 

Common Goldeneye: One off Shoreacres Oct 14 F (KM); 910 off N Shore Hamilton Bay/Burlington Lakeshore (KM,RW) and 
1860 off Winona (BS,JC,JD) Nov 5 

Bufflehead: Three off Burloak Park Oct 15 F (MJ,GE); 570 at N Shore Hamilton Bay/ Burlington Lakeshore Nov 5 (KM,RW). 
Hooded Merganser: Birds on Nov 5: 150 -Mountsberg C.A. (RvT et al), 38 -Puslinch Lake (MC et al), 10 -Copetown Bog at 
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Mineral Springs Rd [HW] (RD,BC); 14 off Grays Rd [HW] Nov 9 (RD); 15 at Dundas Marsh Nov 14 (RDw); 10 at Windermere 
Basin Nov 25 (RDw); two at Christie C A and six at Van Wagners Ponds Dec 5 (RD), four at Mouth of Red Hill Creek Dec 26 
(KM,RW); three at Grand River at Lome Bridge Dec 31 (BL,KM,BMH). 

Common Merganser: One at LaSalle Marina Oct 14 F (KM); a max. of 1700 off Woodland Cemetery Dec 18 (RD). 
Red-breasted Merganser: 300 off Fifty Point C.A Oct 25 (RD), 800 off Van Wagners Beach Nov 5 (WC,BH), 700 off Bronte 
Nov 9 (MJ). 

Ruddy Duck: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Oct 1 (KM), and one there Nov 12 (KM et al.), birds at Tollgate Ponds: 4 -Oct 1 
(KM), 37 -Oct 9 (KM), 125 -Oct 21 (KM), 5 -Nov 29 (RD); birds on Nov 5: 45 -Mountsberg C.A. (RvT et al.), 6 -Puslinch 
Lake (MC el al.), 124 -E End Hamilton Bay (RC,JO), 15 -N Shore Hamilton Bay (KM,RW); one at Bronte Harbour Nov 9 (MJ); 
two off Newport Yacht Club Nov 12 (RD et a!.), five at Windermere Basin Dec 10 (KM), and one f. there Dec 24-26 
(KM,RC,JO). 

BLACK VULTURE: One reported W of Valens [HW'] Oct 14 * (BWe.DWe). 

Turkey Vulture: 30 at Sager & Howell Rds [HW\ Oct 9 (RD,BC); 25 at Haldimand Twp 1 HN 1 (JM et al.) and nine at Rock 
Chapel Sanctuary [HW'] Nov 5; one at Plains Rd, Aldershot [HL] Nov 12 (RDw), one at Hwy 2, Ancaster [HW] Nov 21 (KD); 
one over Princess Point Nov 27 (CBa,BHu); one over Dundas Hydro Station [HW] Dec 2 (BS,JD) 

Osprey: Five at Woodland Cemetery Oct 8 (RDw); one at River Rd, Brantford [BR] Nov 2 (BL); one at Bronte Harbour (MJ) 
and one at Woodland Cemetery (RC et al.) Nov 12 L 

Bald Eagle: One at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 7 (RvT) and Oct 21-22 (MW), one imm. at Green Lane, Paris Oct 28 (BL); one 3rd 
yr. over Highland Gardens Park [HW] Oct 29 (RDw), one over Dundas Valley [HW] Nov 5 (LE,HB,SF); one ad. off Fifty Rd 
Nov 7 (KH), up to two juv.,two ad win. at Hamilton Bay and area Oct 8-on (m obs). 

Northern Harrier: A max of eight at Woodland Cemetery Oct 29 (BD et al). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: A max. of 103 at Woodland Cemetery Oct 8 (RDw); 22 at Bronte Oct 29 (MJ,GE). 

Cooper's Hawk: A max. of six at Woodland Cemetery Oct 8 (RDw). 

Northern Goshawk: Birds at Woodland Cemetery: ljuv -Oct 29 (BD et al), 2 -Oct 30 (RDw), 2juv. -Nov 4 (BD et al.), 1 
-Nov 8 (RDw), 1 -Nov 9 (MS,BS); singles at Bronte Oct 29 (GE.MJ), Nov 5 (MJ), Nov 12 (MJ), one at Mountsberg C.A. Nov 
5 (RvT et al.), one juv. at S Shore Cootes Paradise Dec 26 (RD,BC); one juv. at Pauline Johnson Rd [BR] Dec 27 (BL); one juv. 
at Bronte Woods [HL] Dec 27-on (RC;m obs ). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: 38 at Woodland Cemetery Oct 29 (BD et al), and 53 there Nov 12 (RC et al.)\ 185 over Burlington 
Nov 4 (JD), nine at Bronte Nov 12 (MJ), eight over RBG Arboretum Nov 16 (JO,JD), and three there Dec 4 (BS,JD). 
Broad-winged Hawk: A max. of 263 over Dundas Sep 14 (MM); six at Woodland Cemetery Oct 8 L (KM,RDw,BD,BL). 
Red-tailed Hawk: A rufous morph calurus at Hwys 5 & 2, Paris [BR] Oct 18-on (BL.DG); 350 at Woodland Cemetery Oct 29 
(BD et al.), a dark morph juv. calurus at Woodland Cemetery Nov 8 (BD), a dark morph calurus at Hwys 403 & QEW [HL] Nov 
23 (MS) and later at QEW & Guelph Line Dec 20-on (RC). 

Rough-legged Hawk: One at Woodland Cemetery Oct 28 F (KM et al.), and five there Oct 29 (BD et al), regular throughout 
HSA thereafter (m obs.) 

Golden Eagle: One ad.,one imm. over Victoria Park, Hamilton Oct 24 F (BS); two over Bronte Oct 29 (MJ); birds at Woodland 
Cemetery: 1 -Oct 28 (RP,IS,MM), 2juv. -Oct 29 (BD,MM), 1 -Oct 30 (RDw,JC), lsubad. -Nov 4 (BD et al), 3 -Nov 8 
(BD,RDw,MM), 1 -Nov 9 (MM); one juv. near Copetown [HW] Nov 5 (RD,BC); one imm. at Mackenzie Rd, Caledonia [/BV] 
Nov 14 (BdW). 

American Kestrel: A max. of 45 at Woodland Cemetery Oct 8 (RDw,BD,KM,BL). 

Merlin: Birds at Woodland Cemetery 5 -Oct 2 (BD), 4 -Oct 8 (BD,KM,BL,RDw), 2 -Oct 15 (KM,BL,RD), 1 -Oct 29 (BD et 
al), 2 -Nov 4 (BD et al), 1 -Nov 5 (KM.RW); one at Red Hill Valley Oct 11 and Oct 21 (KS); one at Mountsberg C.A. (RvT) 
and one at Highland Gardens Park (RDw) Oct 14; three at Carolina Park, Brantford [BR] Oct 14 (BL); two at Van Wagners Beach 
Oct 15 (BL,RD,KM); one at RR52 S of Kirkwall [HVW] Oct 22 (RD,BC); one win. at Brantford Nov 2-on (BL); one at Plains Rd, 
Aldershot [HL] Nov 25 (KM,BL), two win. in Dundas early Dec-on (MM,JA;m obs ). 

Peregrine Falcont One at Shell House, Bronte [HL] Oct 1 (MJ), one ad. at Woodland Cemetery Oct 1 (RDw); one juv m at 
Dundas Marsh Oct 2 (RDw), birds at Van Wagners Beach: 5 -Oct 5 (BS et al), lad. -Oct 7 (RD et al.), two at Mountsberg C.A. 
Oct 5-7 (MW,RvT), one at CCIW Nov 6 (RD), one ad at Cootes Paradise Dec 30 (BHy). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Three at Red Hill Valley [HW'] Oct 2 (KS); four at Windermere Basin (RC,JO) and two at Stoney Creek 
(GCo,ST) Nov 5; four f. at Mount Hope [HW] Nov 16 (GS). 

Virginia Rail: One found dead at Fifty Point C.A Nov 19 L (RD et al). 

Sora: One at Dundas Marsh Oct 7 L (BC et al). 

American Coot: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Oct 9 (KM,RD,BC), and five there Nov 12 (RD et al), 110 off LaSalle Marina 
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and 26 off Woodland Cemetery Oct 25 (RD); one at Hwy 6 N of Hagersville [ HN] Oct 23 (MS); a max. of 930 at Mountsberg 
C.A Nov 5 (RvT et al.), 104 at Puslinch Lake Nov 5 (MC et al.): 120 off LaSalle Marina Nov 17 (RD); two off Fifty Point C.A 
Nov 19 (RD et al.): 25 at Leader Boat Club Dec 10 (KM); two at Venture Inn Dec 30 (KM). 

Sandhill Crane: A flock of 27 at Mountsberg C.A Oct 29-30 (MW et at.) (record high number for HSA); four at Hwy 24A W 
of Sudden Tract [W r r\ Nov 5 (HW et al.) 

Black-Bellied Plover: One at Dundas Marsh Oct 2 (RDw); two at Windermere Basin Oct 7 (RD et al.), one at Green Lane, 

Paris Oct 25 L (BL). 

American Golden-Plover: One at Windermere Basin Oct 7 (KM et al.): one at Green Lane, Paris Sep 17-Oct 25 L (BL). 
Semipalmated Plover: Three at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 3 (RD); one at Van Wagners Beach Oct 10 L (RD). 

Killdeer: 177 throughout HSA Nov 5 L (m obs.). 

Greater Yellowlegs: A max. of 14 at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 15 (RD,BL,KM); 16 throughout HSA Nov 5 L (m obs ). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Three at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 15 L (RD,BL,KM). 

Spotted Sandpiper: One at Burlington Beach Canal Oct 6 (RC); one at Van Wagners Beach Oct 7 L (KM et al.). 

Sanderling: Birds at Van Wagners Beach 17 -Oct 7 (KM et al.), 12 -Nov 1 (BS et al.), 6 -Nov 5 L (WC,BH). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: One juv. at Van Wagners Beach Oct 7 L (KM et al.). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Two at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Oct 4 (RDw); one at Green Lane, Paris Oct 18 (BL,DG); one at 
Windermere Basin Oct 22 L (RD,BC). 

Purple Sandpiper: One at Van Wagners Beach Nov 19 * (GC el al.). 

Dunlin: 150 off Fifty Point C.A. (RD) and 250 at Kitchen Rd, South Dumfries [SR] (BL) Oct 25; 20 at Mountsberg C.A. Nov 5 
(RvT et al.): one at Windermere Basin Nov 25 L (KM). 

Common Snipe: One at Red Hill Valley Oct 16 (KS); two at Green Lane, Paris Oct 18 (BL,DG); birds on Nov 5: 1 -LaFortune 
C.A [HN] (MS), 1 -Onondaga Twp [R/?] (KD), 1 -Grand River near York [HN] (BJ,JH); one at Burloak Dr, Burlington [//I] 

Nov 15 L (MJ). 

American Woodcock: 18 throughout HSA Nov 5 L (m.obs.). 

Red-necked Phalarope: One at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 9 L (KM) 

Red Phalarope: One at Van Wagners Beach Nov 1 (BS et al.), one off Fifty Rd and two off Fruitland Rd Nov 5 (BS,JC,JD); 
one off Fruitland Rd Nov 11 L (GC). 

Phalarope sp.: One off Van Wagners Beach Oct 1 and two there Oct 5 (HC et al.). 

Pomarine Jaeger: One juv. at Van Wagners Beach Nov l * (BS et al.): one ad off Fifty Rd, Winona Nov 9 (KH), a different 

ad off Fifty Rd Nov 27 L (RP1,MP1). 

Parasitic Jaeger: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 9 -Oct 5 (RC et al.), 2 -Oct 9 (KM), one ad. off Grays Rd Nov 10 L (JO,BJ). 
Jaeger sp.: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 1 -Oct 7 (RD et al.), 1 -Oct 15 (RD,BL,KM), 3 -Nov 1 (RD et al.), 1 -Nov 4 
(RP,IS). 

Little Gull: One ad. off Van Wagners Beach Nov 14,17L (RDw;JHu et al.) 

Common Black-headed Gull: One ad at Fifty Point C.A Oct 22 * (LE). 

Bonaparte's Gull: 150 off Van Wagners Beach Oct 15 (RD,BL,KM); 100 off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 25 (RD); four N of Westover 
[HW] Nov 11 (RD,BC) 

Iceland Gull: One ad. at Brantford Dump [BR] Dec 1F-31 (BL,KM), one ad over Red Hill Creek (KM,RW) and one at S Shore 

Hamilton Bay (RC,JO) Dec 26; one 1st win. off Van Wagners Beach Dec 30 (KM). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: One juv. at Dundas Marsh Oct 21 * (KM); one ad. at Brantford Dump Nov 21-Dec 1 (BL;KM); one 
ad. at Van Wagners Beach Nov 25 (RDw). 

Glaucous Gull: One imm. at Woodland Cemetery Nov 14 F (RDw), two ad. at Mohawk Lake [5/?] Nov 28 (BL); two at Grand 
River at Lome Bridge Dec 15 (BL); a max. of 2ad ,21 1st win. at Brantford Dump Dec 19 (BL,KM); one ad.,one imm at CCIW 
Dec 19 (RD); 19 at S Shore Hamilton Bay Dec 26 (RC,JO). 

Black-legged Kittiwake: Juv. at Van Wagners Beach: 1 -Oct 28 F (RP,IS), 3 -Nov 17 (JHu et al.), 5 -Nov 19 (RD et al.), 6 
-Nov 27 L (RP1,MPI), five juv off Winona Nov 22 (BL). 

Common Tern: One off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 20 L (DG,BS). 

Forster's Tern: One at Van Wagners Beach Oct 6 (CE,JT), and two ad. there Oct 15 L (KM,RD,BL). 

Ringed Turtle Dove: One escapee at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek Dec 10 (DL,GL). 

Snowy Owl: One at Northshore Blvd, Aldershot [HL] Dec 4 F (JF). 

Barred Owl: One at Hwy 403 near King Rd, Burlington [HL] Nov 18 F (CBa,BHu). 

Great Gray Owl: One at Bronte Woods Dec 24*-on (JL;m obs.) (second record for HSA). 

Long-eared Owl: One at Saw-whet Golf Course [HL] Nov 5 F (LMi); one at Taquanyah C.A. Nov 19 (BCu); one at LaFortune 
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C A Dec 4 (GMk); six near St. Ann's [MJ] Dec 17 (RC), one found dead at Hwy 52 N of Jersey ville Rd [7/JF] Dec 26 (MS); 
four at Bronte Woods Dec 28 (BL el al.); one at Rasberry House [ HW] Dec 30 (BCu). 

Short-eared Owl: One at Woodland Cemetery Oct 12 F (BS), one at Ancaster Oct 16 (MM); birds off Fifty Point C A.: 3 -Oct 
23 (DL,GL), 2 -Nov 12 (KM el al .), one at Hwy 6, Caledonia [//Wj Oct 26 (MS); one at Red Hill Valley Oct 24 (KS); birds off 
Van Wagners Beach: 1 -Nov 1 (RD el al.), 2 -Nov 10 (RD), birds on Nov 5: 1 -Dundas Marsh (RDw), 1 -Bronte (MJ), 1 
-Oakville Lakeshore (SMG), 2 -Haldiniand Twp (JM el al.), one off Shoreacres Nov 9 (KH), 20 at Hagersville Junkyard [HN] 
and 12 at Cone 10 & Sandusk Rd [HN] Dec 23 (MS) 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: One at Dundas Marsh Oct 9 F (RC); one at Confederation Park [HIV] Oct 23 (DL,GL,CH); one 
roadkill at Hwy 6 N of Campbellville Rd [HW] Oct 31 (RD); one at Hardy Rd, Brantford [RR] Dec 17 (BL); one window kill at 
Barton & John Sts, Hamilton [HW] Dec 20 (BP). 

Common Nighthawk: One over Dundas Oct 14 L (MM). 

Chimney Swift: Two at Bronte (MJ) and four at Woodland Cemetery (RDw) Oct 1 L. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at Westover Rd N Cone 8 [HW] Oct 8 (PS); one at Fairmount St, Hamilton [HW] Oct 15 L 
(JMe). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: One at Irish Line S of River Rd [HN] Nov 5 (JM el al.). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: One at Red Hill Valley Sep 12 (KS); one at Green Mt Rd Quarry Oct 6 (WY); two at Woodland 
Cemetery Oct 12 (BS); birds on Nov 5: 4 -North Cayuga Slough Forest [HN] (RL), 4 -Haldimand Twp (JM el al.), 2 -Grand 
River at Hardy Rd (DB), 1 -River Rd, Brantford (BL,BMH), 1 -Grand River near York (BJ,JH), 1 -1st Rd W at Ridge Rd [HW] 
(DL,GL), one at Dickenson Rd, Mount Hope Nov 23-on (GS); one at Jerseyville [HW] Nov 25 (RLo); one at Winona Rd below 
Escarpment [HW] Nov 29 (GCo), one at Bulls Point [HW] Dec 2 (RDw); one at Lambs Hollow [HL] Dec 13-26 (BP;MJ); one f. 
at Hopkins Tract [HW] Dec 17-on (JK); one at Branchton Rd N of Glen Morris Rd [ZJR] Dec 22 (RD); one at Hagersville Dec 23 
(MS); one near Waterdown [HL] Dec 26 (WC) 

Yellow-bellied Sapsuckcr: One at Red Hill Valley Sep 12 F (KS); 12 at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 6 (RC); two at Burloak 
Woods Oct 21 L (MJ); one win. at Woodland Cemetery Dec 3-on (RS el al.); one ad m. win at Highland Gardens Park Dec 
24-on (RDw). 

Pileated Woodpecker: One at Dundas Marsh Oct 1,21 (MS;KM); one at Woodland Cemetery Oct 1 (RDw); one at Highland 
Gardens Park Oct 23 (RDw); two at Dundas Valley Nov 5 (RD,BC;LM,JGu); one at N Shore Cootes Paradise Nov 25 (KH); two 
at Westdale Ravine Dec 26 (RD,BC). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at Burloak Woods Oct 6 L (MJ). 

Least Flycatcher: One at Northview Cres, Burlington [HL] Oct 6 L (MJ) 

Eastern Phoebe: 20 on Nov 5 throughout HSA (m obs.); one at Van Wagners Ponds Nov 19 (BCu), one at Ancaster Nov 21 
(RH); one at Dundas Marsh Dec 3-26 (RS el al.) 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Red Hill Valley Oct 1 L (KS) 

Eastern Kingbird: One at Red Hill Valley Sep 27 L (KS). 

Horned Lark: 50 at Lynden Rd & Cone 4 [HW] Dec 30 (MS). 

Tree Swallow: One at Bronte (MJ,GE) and at Woodland Cemetery (RD el al.) Oct 29 L. 

Bank Swallow: One at Red Hill Valley Sep 30 L (KS). 

Cliff Swallow: One at Bronte Oct 29 L (MJ). 

Barn Swallow: One at Tollgate Ponds Oct 1 L (KM). 

Tufted Titmouse: One Shell Park Oct 6 (MJ), two at Red Hill Valley Oct 10 (RK); one at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 19 
(JO,BJ,WY), one at Branchton [WT] Oct 21 (PE); one at Oakville (AKo) and one at Rattray Marsh [PL] (AG) Nov 5; one at Fifty 
Point C.A. Nov 12-on (SM); two at N Shore Cootes Paradise Nov 26-on (RB,m.obs ); one at Mineral Springs [HW] Dec 26 
(MS). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: A max. of 12 at Red Hill Valley Oct 19 (KS). 

Carolina Wren: Three at Dundas Marsh Oct 9 (RC), one at Shoreacres Oct 11 (RD), one at Bronte Harbour Oct 18-Nov 5 
(MJ), one at Hatton Dr, Ancaster [HW] Oct 21 and Dec 30 (RP,IS), one at Wilkes Dam, Brantford [/JR] Oct 25 (BL); two at 
Beach Ave, Brantford [BR] Oct 29 (BL); 14 on Nov 5 throughout HSA (m obs ); one at Sedgewick Forest Park, Burlington [HL] 
Nov 12 (MJ). 

House Wren: One at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley Oct 13 L (RP.IS) 

Winter Wren: A max. of 56 at Bronte Oct 21 (MJ) 

Marsh Wren: One at Dundas Marsh Oct 2 L (RDw). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: A max. of 167 at Red Hill Valley Oct 21 (KS). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: A max. of 78 at Bronte Oct 6 (MJ); one at Shell Park Nov 12 L (MJ). 
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Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One f. at East Burlington Oct 29 L (MJ). 

Eastern Bluebird: Birds at Woodland Cemetery: 2 -Oct 11 (RDw), 15 -Oct 13 (BS), 19 -Oct 15 (KM,BL,RD), 7 -Oct 23 
(RDw), 4 -Oct 28 (KM el al.), 65 -Oct 29 (BD et al.), 16 -Oct 30 (RDw), 20 -Nov 4 (RDw), 4 -Nov 5 (KM), 70 -Nov 8 
(RDw), 13 at Burloak Woods Oct 15 (MJ,GE), 44 at Bronte Oct 29 (MJ,GE), 92 on Nov 5 throughout HSA (m obs.); seven at 
Hopkins Tract Dec 23 (JK). 

Veery: One at Red Hill Valley Sep 29 L (KS). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Bronte Harbour Oct 10 (MJ); one at Red Hill Valley Oct 12 L (KS). 

Swainson's Thrush: One at Bronte Harbour Oct 31 (MJ), one at Dundas Valley Nov 5 L (MCI). 

Hermit Thrush: 32 at Bronte (MJ) and 23 at Red Hill Valley (KS) Oct 21; 11 at Wilkes Dam, Brantford Oct 25 (BL), six at 
Dundas Valley Nov 5 (LMJGu); one at Northview Cres, Burlington Nov 16 (MJ); one at Hyde Tract [HW] Dec 1 (RD); one at 
Lambs Hollow Dec 13-26 (BP,MJ); one near Waterdown Dec 26 (WC). 

Wood Thrush: One at Red Hill Valley Oct 1 (KS); one at Burloak Woods Oct 15 L (MJ,GE). 

Varied Thrush: One m. at 10 Dundee Dr, Stoney Creek [HW] Dec 10*-on (JX.m.obs.); one at Branchton Rd N of Glen Morris 
Rd Dec 17-22 at least (BR;TC). 

Gray Catbird: One at Woodland Cemetery Dec 8 (JC); one at Escarpment E of DeWitt Rd [HW] Dec 15-24 at least (RW;MS). 
Northern Mockingbird: One at Cone 5 E Flamborough [HW] Nov 21-on (fide MS); one at Dundas St, Brantford [BR] Dec 14 
(BL). 

Brown Thrasher: One at Red Hill Valley Oct 21 L (RP,IS). 

American Pipit: Birds at Woodland Cemetery: 52 -Oct 30 (RDw), 46 -Nov 8 (RDw), 34 -Nov 12 (RC et al.), birds on Nov 5: 
100 -Jerseyville (RP,IS), 70 -Oakville (DH), 30 -Mount Nemo [HL] (WL et al.). 

Bohemian Waxwing: One at Puslinch Twp [WL] Nov 5 * (MC et al.)\ birds at RBG Arboretum [HW]. 2 -Nov 5 * (BP), 30 
-Nov 15 (BS et al.), 9 -Nov 19 (BS,DG); one at Woodland Cemetery Nov 17 (RDw). 

Cedar Waxwing: 300 at RBG Arboretum Oct 29 (RD); one at RBG Arboretum with heavy orange pigmentation on underparts 
Nov 19 (RD et al.). 

Northern Shrike: One at Mountain St, Hamilton Oct 17 F (RDw); one at Bronte (MJ) and one at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley 
(RC) Oct 18, common throughout HSA thereafter with 40 reports to end of Dec (m.obs ). 

White-eved Vireo: One at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 2 (RvT). 

Solitary Vireo: One at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley (RD,BC) and one at Oakville (LMi) Nov 5 L. 

Warbling Vireo: One at Red Hill Valley Sep 27 L (KS). 

Philadelphia Vireo: One at Red Hill Valley Aug 24 F (JHa); at Whitton Rd, Hamilton [HW] Oct 17 L (DM). 

Red-eyed Vireo: One at Highland Gardens Park Oct 13 L (RDw), 

Tennessee Warbler: One at Red Hill Valley Aug 25 F (JHa), one at Red Hill Valley Oct 21 L (RP,IS). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Singles on Nov 5 L: Bronte Harbour (MJ), Highland Gardens Park (RDw), Haldimand Twp (JM et 

al.). 

Nashville Warbler: One at Red Hill Valley Aug 21 F (JHa), and 15 there Sep 12 (KS); one at Mohawk Lake Nov 5 L 
(BL.BMH). 

Northern Parula: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 1 -Sep 3, 4 -Sep 11, 1 -Sep 15, 1 -Sep 18, 1 -Sep 22, 1 -Sep 27 (KS); one at 
Dundas Marsh Oct 7 L (RD et al.). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: One at Red Hill Valley Oct 1 and Oct 6 L (KS). 

Magnolia Warbler: One at Burloak Woods Oct 15 L (MJ,GE). 

Cape May Warbler: One at Dundas Marsh Oct 7 L (RD et al.). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: A m. at Sydenham Rd, Dundas [HW] Nov 22 L (GCh,NCh) 

Yellow-rumpcd Warbler: 101 at Red Hill Valley Oct 6 (KS); 100 at Dundas Marsh Oct 7 (RD et al.), 130 at Woodland 
Cemeteiy Oct 11 (RDw), one at Woodland Cemetery Nov 25 (BL,KM); two at Waterworks Park, Brantford Dec 1 (BL,KM). 
Black-throated Green Warbler: 12 at Red Hill Valley Sep 27 (KS); one at Dundurn Castle [HW] Nov 5 L (JO). 

Blackburnian Warbler: Two at Red Hill Valley Oct 2 L (KS). 

Pine Warbler: One at Burloak Woods Oct 18 L (MJ). 

Palm Warbler: One hypochrysea form at Burloak Woods Oct 15-18 (MJ,GE); one at Woodland Cemetery Oct 29 L (BD et al.). 
Bay-breasted Warbler: Two at Red Hill Valley Oct 14 L (KS). 

Blackpoll Warbler: Two at Red Hill Valley Sep 27 L (KS). 

Black-and-white Warbler: One at Red Hill Valley Oct 6 L (KS). 

American Redstart: One f. at Shell Park Oct 15 L (MJ,GE). 

Ovenbird: One at Mountsberg C.A. (RvT et al.) and one at Oakville (LMi) Nov 5 L. 
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Northern Waterthrush: One at PetroCanada Parkette, Bronte [HL] Oct 21 L (MJ). 

Connecticut Warbler: One at Red Hill Valley Aug 23 F and Aug 30 (JHa), one at Green Mt Rd Quarry Oct 6 L (WY). 
Mourning Warbler: One at Dundas Marsh Oct 2 L (RDw). 

Common Yellowtbroat: Two at Oakville (SMG,JW,MCr) Nov 5 L 
Wilson's Warbler: One at Red Hill Valley Sep 22 L (KS). 

Northern Cardinal: 18 at a Dundas yard Dec 25 (BLu) was impressive. 

Indigo Bunting: One at Woodland Cemetery Oct 14 L (BS). 

Rufous-sided Towhee: Two at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 6 F (RC); eight at Bronte Oct 21 (MJ); one at N Shore Cootes Paradise 
(BP) and one at Lower Lions Club Rd [HW] (GCh.NCh) Nov 5, one at Cone 5 W of Hayesland [HW] Nov 12 (RD,BC); one at 
Westdale [HIV] Dec 2-on (UK); two at Glenwood Dr, Aldershot [HL] late-Dec (Jide JC). 

SPOTTED TOWHEE: One imm m at Saw-whet Golf Course, Bronte Rd Dec 17*-on (AKu;m obs ) was identified Dec 24 
(JL), this is the first record for the HSA of this recently split species. 

American Tree Sparrow: One at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley Oct 17 F (RP,IS). 

Chipping Sparrow: Birds on Nov 5: 1 -Puslinch Twp (MC el al.), 1 -Mountsberg C.A. (RvT el a!.), 1 -Websters Falls (PS), 2 
-North Cayuga Slough Forest (RL), one at Shell Park Nov 12 (MJ); one at Westfield Heritage Centre (BD) and one at Fifty Point 
C.A. (RD el al.) Nov 19, one at Winter Way, Brantford [ZM] Dec 9-on (DG). 

Field Sparrow: Birds on Nov 5: 4 -Mount Hope (GMa,JE), 2 -Brantford (BL.BMH), 1 -Windermere Basin (RC,JO), 1 
-Mountsberg C.A. (MW), 1 -Lower Lions Club Rd (GCh,NCh); one at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Nov 7-11 (RP,IS), one at Hamilton 
Beachstrip [ HW] Dec 26 (BS,DG), eight at Grand River at Brantford Dec 31 (BL,KM,BMDH). 

Vesper Sparrow: Birds on Nov 5: 2 -North Cayuga Slough Forest (RL), 2 -Websters Falls (PS), 1 -Shell Park (MJ), 1 -Felkers 
Falls C.A. [HW] (KH,CJ); one at Rock Chapel Sanctuary Nov 24 L (RDw). 

Sharp-tailed Sparrow: Birds at Dundas Marsh: 2 -Oct 1 * (HC el a/.;MS), 1 -Oct 2 (RDw), 5 -Oct 7 (RD et al.), 3 -Oct 9 
(RC). 

Fox Sparrow: Two at Burloak Woods Oct 18 F (MJ); 16 at River Rd, Brantford Nov 2 (BL); 13 at Berry C.A. Nov 5 (BW); 
one at RBG Arboretum Nov 16 L (JO,JD,RD) 

Lincoln's Sparrow: Two at Red Hill Valley Sep 8 F (KS); one at N Shore Cootes Paradise Nov 5 L (BP). 

Swamp Sparrow: 21 at Bronte Oct 21 (MJ); 19 at Red Hill Valley Oct 31 (KS); one at RBG Arboretum Dec 24 (KM) 
White-throated Sparrow: A max. of 110 at Red Hill Valley Oct 21 (KS) 

White-crowned Sparrow: 72 at Red Hill Valley Oct 25 (KS), two at Bronte Nov 12 L (MJ); one at Hagersville (MS) and one 
imm. at Harrisburg [8T?] (BL) Dec 23; seven at Tollgate Ponds Dec 26 (RC,JO). 

Dark-eyed Junco: 200 at Woodland Cemetery Oct 20 (RD), 173 at Red Hill Valley Oct 25 (KS); one "Oregon" near St. Ann's 
Dec 17 (RC). 

Lapland Longspur: Two at Van Wagners Beach Oct 7 F (RD et al.), five at Woodland Cemetery Oct 30 (RDw); 15 at Van 
Wagners Beach Nov 4 (KM); two at Windermere Basin (RC,JO) and seven at Cone 10 near Hagersville [//TV] (JM et al.) Nov 5; 
two at Winona Nov 9 L (MS,BS;RD). 

Snow Bunting: One at foot of Casablanca Blvd [MT] Oct 22 F (MS); 70 at Red Hill Valley Oct 31 (KS), birds on Nov 5: 110 
-Stoney Creek (BS,JC,JD), 89 -Grimsby (GM), 60 -Onondaga Twp (KD), 50 —Saltfleet (DL,GL), 300 at Winona and 50 at 
Woodland Cemetery Nov 9 (MS,BS), 350 at Stoney Creek Lakeshore (RD,BC,KM,BL) and 140 at Woodland Cemetery (RC et 
al.) Nov 12; 60 at Van Wagners Beach Nov 22 (RDw); 60 at Woodland Cemetery Nov 25 (RDw); 250 at Southcote & Book Rds 
[HW] Dec 26 (RP,IS), 600 at Field Rd, Jerseyville Dec 30 (MS). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Four at Van Wagners Ponds Dec 5 (RD). 

Eastern Meadowlark: Nine near Jerseyville Nov 5 (RP,IS); two at Shell Park Nov 9 L (MJ); nine at Hagersville Dec 23 (MS). 
Rusty Blackbird: 60 at Shell Park Oct 10 (MJ); 1000 at Haldimand Twp (JM et al.) and 100 at Lynden Rd S of Hwy 5 [HW] 
(RP,IS) Nov 5; four at Woodland Cemetery Nov 17 L (RDw). 

Blackbird sp.: About 15000 mixed species counted at Woodland Cemetery Oct 29 (BD et al.). 

Northern Oriole: Two at Red Hill Valley Sep 22 and one there Sep 27 L (KS). 

Pine Grosbeak: Seven at Woodland Cemetery Nov 12 * (RC el al.), and one there Nov 17 (RDw); nine at Patterson Tract [HW] 
Dec 22-23 (RD,BL), one at Green Lane, Paris Dec 25 (BL); two at Binkley Cres & Saunders Blvd, Hamilton Dec 26 (RP,IS). 
Purple Finch: 15 at Westover Rd N Cone 8 Oct 6-7 (PS); birds at Woodland Cemetery: 28 -Oct 7 (RDw), 130 -Oct 8 (RDw), 
33 -Oct 9 (RDw), 65 -Oct 11 (RDw), 20 -Oct 29 (BD et al.), 11 at Shell Park Oct 11 (MJ), 17 at N Shore Cootes Paradise Nov 
5 (BP); 16 at Main St W, Hamilton Nov 24 (BWe). 

House Finch: Birds at Woodland Cemetery: 750 -Oct 7, 800 -Oct 8, 1600 -Oct 9, 4000 -Oct 11, 800 -Oct 30 (RDw), 730 
-Nov 17 (RDw) 
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Red Crossbill: Two at Westfield Heritage Centre [HW] Nov 19 * (BD). 

White-v/inged Crossbill: One at Dundas Valley Nov 5 * (LM.JGr); one m.,one f. at Ancaster Golf Course \HW\ Dec 26 
(RP.IS). 

Common Redpoll: 12 at Winona Nov 9 (MS,BS); 30 at LaSalle Park Nov 30 (RD); 15 at Fifty Point C.A. Dec 10 (KH); 25 at 
Patterson Tract Dec 23 (BL); 20 at Dundas Marsh Dec 26 (RD,BC). 

Hoary Redpoll: One m. at LaSalle Park Nov 30 * (RD); one at a feeder W of Branchton [WT] about Dec 17-on (AS) 

Pine Siskin: 13 at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Oct 26 (RP,IS), and 30 there Dec 26 (RP,IS); 20 at Woodland Cemetery Oct 30 (RDw); 
24 at Red Hill Valley (KS) and 35 at Hardy Rd, Brantford (BL) Oct 31; 19 at Westfield Heritage Centre (BD) and 11 at Rattray 
Marsh (AG) Nov 5. 

Evening Grosbeak: Two at Rock Chapel Sanctuary and one at Chedoke Golf Course [HW\ Oct 18 * (RDw), 175 over Victoria 
Park, Hamilton Oct 25 (BS); birds at Woodland Cemetery: 35- Oct 28 (KM et al.), 375 -Oct 29 (BD et al.), 105 -Nov 4 (BD), 
105 -Nov 8 (RDw), 50 -Nov 9 (MS,BS); 50 at Dundas Marsh (EM) and 15 at Westfield Heritage Centre (BD) Nov 5; 16 at 
Bronte Nov 12 (MJ); 75 at Hopkins Tract Dec 2 (JA). 

Please send your bird records for January 1996 by February 10 to Rob Dobos at 178 Cedarbrae Ave, Waterloo, ON N2L 4S3, or 
phone 519-888-0553 (eves); or e-mail to: rob.dobos(2>cciw.cn 

HAMILTON BIRDING HOTLINE: 905-648-9537 


The 1995 
Fisherville 

Christmas Bird Count 

by John Miles 

The 1995 Fisherville Christmas 
bird count was held on December 23, 
1995. The Fisherville area missed the 
heavy snows which blanketed Ontario 
just a few miles to the north, but we 
did have the cold weather which 
commenced early in November. The 
results were that most inland waters 
were frozen and ice shelves extended 
out in places several hundred feet off 
shore along Lake Erie. During the 
count day, the temperature remained 
in the low 30's with die occasional 
light snow flurry. The winds were 
light over night which contributed to 
near ideal conditions for hearing the 
owls call. 

In the field during the day, there 
were 47 observers in 19-22 parties 
who had come from as far as 
Bowmanville in the East, Wiarton in 
the North and Delhi in the West to 
take part. They searched the towns 


and countryside for everything they 
could find. Eleven feeder watchers 
also contributed to the cause. The 
final tally w as 36,382 individuals of 
84 species. 

Noteworthy birds found on the 
count included a new Canadian high 
count of 108 Screech Owls and 51 
Red-bellied Woodpeckers, an Ontario 
record high count of 106 Short-eared 
Owls (this may also be a Canadian 
record high count), the 37 Northern 
Shrikes counted just missed the North 
American high of 39 found at Oshawa 
on their 1975 count. The count’s first 
American Coots were found at the 
Nanticoke Hydro station, also new for 
the count was a Turkey Vulture near 
South Cayuga. 

Other species found for the first 
time on this count included a Brown 
Thrasher in the Halidmand 
Conservation Area, 2 Pine Grosbeaks 
flying along the lake shore and 
finally, a flock of 80 Surf Scoters 
flying out over Lake Erie. New high 
counts for several species were 
recorded for this count this year. 


The birders for the most part had 
a very good day. They left for home 
looking forward to improving the 
count for their area on the 1996 count 
which is scheduled to take place on 
Saturday, December 28, 1996. 

Fisherville 1995 
Christmas Bird Count 

42°50'N 79°50'W center at jet. 
Haldimand-Norfolk Regional Rd. 12 
and 5th cone. Town of Haldimand to 
include Fisherville, Balmoral, Cayuga, 
Selkirk, Clanbrassil, Kohler and 
Nelles Corners. December 23; 12:01 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Temp 31° to 35° F. 
Wind NW 10-15 mph. 1-2" snow 
cover. Still water frozen. Moving 
water partly open. A.M. overcast with 
freezing mist and light snow showers. 
P.M. cloudy with sunny breaks. 
Observers: 47 in field in 19-22 
parties (non-owling) plus 11 at 
feeders (40 hours); 18.5 hours and 
245 miles owling. Total party-hours: 
184.25; party miles 885; 77.75 hours 
and 81 miles on foot, 106.5 hours and 
804 miles by car. 
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Great Blue Heron 6, Tundra Swan 
5, Mute Swan 3, swan sp. 1, Snow 
Goose (Blue Form) 1, Canada Goose 
1596, American Black Duck 68, 
Mallard 354, Canvasback 9, Redhead 
2, Greater Scaup 5106, Lesser Scaup 
57, Surf Scoter 8 0 . Har lequin Duck 
cw, Common Goldeneye 300, 
Bufflehead 724 . Hooded Merganser 
cw, Common Merganser 3893. 
Red-breasted Merganser 11, duck, sp. 
11, Turkey Vulture 1 . Northern 
Harrier 36, Sharp-shiimed Hawk J_3, 
Cooper’s Hawk 3, Northern Goshawk 
1, Red-shouldered Hawk 1, 
Red-tailed Hawk 331, Rough-legged 
Hawk 58, American Kestrel 112, 
Ruffed Grouse 23., Wild Turkey 20. 
American Coot 3 , Bonaparte’s Gull 6, 
Ring-billed Gull 344, Herring Gull 
377, Great Black-backed Gull 106, 
gull, sp. 42, Rock Dove 800, 
Mourning Dove 1006 . Eastern 
Screech Owl 108. Great Horned Owl 
48. Long-eared Owl 20, Short-eared 
Owl 106 . Saw-whet Owl 3, Belted 
Kingfisher 1, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker 51, Downy Woodpecker 
198. Hairy Woodpecker 55, Northern 
(Yellow-shafted) Flicker 5, Pileated 
Woodpecker 1, Homed Lark 71, Blue 
Jay 331, American Crow 370, 
Black-capped Chickadee 860, Tufted 
Titmouse 12, Red-breasted Nuthatch 
9, White-breasted Nuthatch 178. 
Brown Creeper 40, Carolina Wren 2, 
Winter Wren 2, Golden-crowned 
Kinglet 40, American Robin 7, 
Northern Mockingbird 11, Brown 
Thrasher 1 . Northern Shrike 37. 
European Starling 5264, Northern 
Cardinal 219, Rufous-sided Towhee 
1, American Tree Sparrow 2359. 
Chipping Sparrow 2. Song Sparrow 
46, Swamp Sparrow 15, 
White-throated Sparrow 5, 
White-crowned Sparrow 1J_, sparrow, 
sp. 1, Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) 
Junco 288, Lapland Longspur 5, 


Snow Bunting 1064, Red-winged 
Blackbird 3, Eastern Meadowlark 9, 
meadowlark sp. 1, Rusty Blackbir d 1, 
Common Grackle 2, Brown-headed 
Cowbird 415, Pine Grosbeak 2 . 
Purple Finch 6, House Finch 727, 
Common Redpoll 16, Pine Siskin 2, 
American Goldfinch 231, House 
Sparrow 7603 . 

Total: 84 species; 36,382 individuals. 

Participants: Compiler John 
Miles, P.O. Box 449, Jan’is, ON NOA 
LJ0. Alfred Adamo, John Barker, 
Colin Bell, Eleanor Bell, Rinchen 
Boardman, MalinaCorbeil-Boardman, 
Paul Boulaine, Dave Cattrall, Jeff 
Cattrall, Hugh Currie, Floyd Deiter, 
Jolm Dickie, Jim Dowall, Rick 
Dowson, Gloria Emery, Lois Evans, 
Mary Galli, Ray Galli, Janet Gifford, 
Roger Gifford, Jerry Guild, Jerry 
Guenther, Jim Heslop, Jim Hummel, 
Joe Johnson, Barry Jones, Rick 
Ludkin, Jim Mathieson, Sandra 
Mathieson, Sandra Maxwell, Libor 
Michalak, Jamie Miles, John Miles, 
Steve Miles, Matt Mills, Glen 
Mockford, Fred Moerschfelder, Don 
Perks, George Pond, Wilf Pond, Lina 
Radziiuias, Shirley Richert, A1 
Sandilands, David Sandilands, Neil 
Sandilands, Fred Shantz, Dave 
Shirley, Brenda Slattery, Jim Smith, 
William Smith, Brian Stewart, Joanne 
Stewart, Mike Street, Ron Tasker, 
Heather Wilson, Mathew Wilson, 
Randy Wilson, William Wilson 
(Taquanyah Nature Centre). 



Environmentalists 
of the Year 
Awards 

Environmentalists of the Year 
Awards committee seeks 
nominations for the 1995 
Environmentalists of the year 
awards. 

The environmentalists of the Year 
Awards have been held each year 
since 1979, to honour individuals and 
groups who have made a significant 
contribution to the protection and/or 
enhancement of the environment in 
the Regional Municipality of 
Hamilton-Wentworth. Past recipients 
include Dr. Victor Cecilioni, Ray 
Lowes, Gil Simmons, Dr. Jack 
Vallentyne, GASP, and the Save the 
Valley Committee. The 
environmentalists of the Year Awards 
are sponsored by the Conserver 
Society of Hamilton and District, the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, the 
Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority, the Bay Area Restoration 
Council, the Friends of the 
Environment Foundation — Mountain 
Chapter (Canada Trust), and the 
United Nations Association — 
Hamilton and District Branch. 

The awards will include the Dr. 
Victor Cecilioni Award (for the 1995 
Environmentalist of the Year) and 
Awards of Merit. In addition. Youth 
Recognition Awards for 
Environmental Leadership will be 
awarded by the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority. The awards 
will be presented at the seventeenth 
annual Environmentalists of the Year 
Awards Dinner. The Awards Dinner 
will be held in Hamilton on 
Wednesday, June 5, 1996, at the 
Hillcrest Restaurant and will 
commence at 6.00 p.m. Dinner 
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tickets will cost $25.00 and are 
available from Brian Reid at 
627-1990. 

Criteria for Selection 

Nominees must have made their 
contribution in the Regional 
Municipality ofHamilton-Wentworth, 
or have had a significant connection 
to the Region. Both group and 
individual nominees will be eligible. 
Nominations must be submitted by 
April 7, 1996. 

In selecting the recipient(s) of the 
awards, the judges will consider the 
nature of the environmental activities 
undertaken by each nominee and the 
resulting achievements having regard 
to the following: 

Number of years of 
involvement 

Impact/Results/Benefit to 
Society and Ecosystem 
Community Involvement (i.e. 
number of people or groups 
involved in the activities) 
Educational Contribution 
Uniqueness/Innovation 
Continuing Commitment to 
Environmental Issues 
Letters of Support 

The nomination should describe 
in detail the nature and purpose of the 
environmental activity undertaken by 
the nominee, the resulting 
achievements, and the reasons you 
believe the nomination to be of merit. 
Letters of reference and additional 
information should be included with 
the nomination. 

Please forward nominations to: 

1995 Environmentalists 
of the Year Awards 
269 Wexford Ave. S. 
Hamilton, Ontario 
L8K 2P4 


Welcome New Members 

The HNC extends a warm welcome to 
the following new members who have 
joined the Club since September, 

Marty Albert 
Irene Almas 
Glenn Barrett 
Bernice Bennett 
Jennifer Brasch 
Ann Brenner 
Chris Brodie 
Susan Bucchiere 
Tom and Tracy Butler 
Oliver Carreiro 
Lesley Cerny 
Heather Champ 
Craig Chapman 
Cathy Cooper 
Marilyn Dienstmann 
Barbara Dubrule 

Cheryl, Geoff and Kendra Edgecombe 
Joan English 
Gerry> N. Farrell 
Marion Fletcher 

Mary Foster and Corinne Hamilton 

Donald Gleig 

Beverly Globus 

Douglas and Helen Gordon 

John and Jane Hannah 

Marion Harrison 

Noel Henderson 

Jennifer Hirst 

June Hooey 

Frank Hyodo 

Susan Jaap 

Bart and Loretta Jankowski 

Darciene and Harold Kish 

Stephen Kocsis and Leslie lllman 

Robert Lemmond 

John C. Leek 

Gladys Linde 

Jane and Bill Love 

Julie and Murray McDiarmid 

Mark Milligan 

Matt Mills 

Emmanuel Milot 

Suzanne Mitchell 

Keith Nixon 


Sheila O ’Neal 
Arthur G. Osborn 
Emilie Prue 
Susannah Shaw 
W.E. Siverns 
Shawn Staton 
Corey Stevens 
Dale Stockton 
Mark Strutt 
Joanne Sverha 
Erica Sweeney 
Ken Symington 
Jason Thome 
Gaiy Wells 
Paul Willie 

David and Eleanor Wood and Family 
Sonia Zahorodni 
Carl Zurbrigg 


Planning 
for Field Events 

by Pietre Arnold 
The leaders of field events and 
nature walks are one of the mainstays 
of the Club. The sincerity and 
enthusiasm of our leaders are second 
to none. They wish to share their 
nature knowledge of the 
Hamilton-Wentworth Region and the 
Club sanctuaries with other HNC 
members and potential members. The 
attendance of members at the event is 
the best “thank you” that can be 
given. 

It's time to start thinking about 
the Wednesday Night Walks for 1996. 
These popular walks start in May and 
continue through to August. The May 
Wood Duck is the deadline for 
announcement of the walks. The 
walks should also appear in the 
Bulletin of the local paper as the 
week approaches. Leaders are asked 
to call Pierre Arnold at 648-2SJ9 
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(Ancaster) or Frank Morley at 
575-0668 (Hamilton). “New” leaders 
are especially welcomed. 

A group campout at Point Pelee 
National Park (tents only), is already 
confirmed for arriving on Friday May 
10th and leaving either Sunday, May 
12th or Monday, May 13th. Beginners 
are welcome. Pierre would also like 
to hear from those interested in 
having a few nature-camping 
weekends (campers and tents) which 
would include either a Friday or a 
Monday. 

There are tentative plans to set up 
a group-camping weekend the first 
weekend in June at McGregor Point 
Provincial Park. However, this will 
currently conflict with the Nature 
Walkathon. Please call Pierre, 
648-2519, if interested so that 
appropriate arrangements can be 
made. Please don’t delay since the 
opportunity to notify members of 
plans stop after the May issue of the 
Wood Duck. 


Eye Disease 
in House Finches 

The Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology reports that House 
Finches with conjunctivitis (swollen, 
crusty eyes) have been diagnosed as 
being infected by the parasitic 
bacterium mycoplasma gallisepticum. 

Findings obtained from its House 
Finch Disease Survey, based on data 
obtained from Project FeederWatch 
participants, have also been analysed 
to the end of August, 1995. 

In the region which includes 
Ontario, 7.8% of the 243 observers 
reporting saw House Finches with 
infected eyes. This is an increase from 
1.5% in November, 1994. Other bird 
species have not shown any signs of 
this disease. It is thought that, because 
all of the House Finches in the 
northeast are descended from a small 
introduced population, these birds 
may have inbred and be less resistant 
to infection. 


Some members are not keen on 
camping, preferring the comforts of a 
motel or lodge for a nature weekend. 
Please phone Pierre or Frank if you 
are interested in taking a lodge for a 
weekend — say a long weekend 
during June through September. 



Re-printed from 
South Peel Naturalists' Club 
Newsletter, Vol 35 No 3, Dec. 1995 


Toronto 

Entomologists’ 

Association 

The Toronto Entomologists’ 
Association is a non-profit 
educational and scientific organization 
which was formed to promote interest 
in insects, encourage co-operation 
among amateur and professional 
entomologists, educate and inform 
non-entomologists about insects, 
entomology, and related fields, aid in 
the preservation of insects and then- 


habitats, and issue publications in 
support of these objectives. 

During winter/spring 1996, 
monthly meeting will be held in the 
lower level lecture hall at the 
McLaughlin Planetarium. On 
February 24th, Tom Mason, Curator 
of Insects, Metropolitan Toronto Zoo 
will address the issue of Rain Forest 
Conservation and will be representing 
the Canadian Organization for 
Tropical Education and Rain Forest 
Conservation. 

The second issue of the T.E.A.’s 
NewsJoumal, “Ontario Insects”, will 
be released in January 1996. For 
information on subscriptions or about 
contributing articles or research 
papers, please contact: 

Phil and Pat Schappert 
18 Railway St. 

Maple, ON 

L6P 1P7 

905-832-6206 

e-mail: butrfly@cml.com 


Collecting Seeds? 

Need Some Help? 

if you are working on a 
project which involves the 
collection of wild flower seeds 
and you can use some help, 
let The Plant Study Group 
come to your aid. 

Call Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
905-648^-1945 
for details. 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS Saturday, February 24 9:20 a.m. 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


Monday, February 12 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Seeing Nature with a Scanning 
Microscope 

M. Cynthia Goh 
Join us to see a new way of 
viewing nature. You may never look at 
nature the same way again! 

Please remember to bring your own cup 
to the meeting as there are only a few 
cups available. 


Next Month 

The Red Hill Valley 

Bruce Duncan 


Monday, February 19, 7:20 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, 

Old Guelph Road, 

Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to learn 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm. This month will feature: 

-Lola Evmio: Birds of S.E. Auttrailia 
-Toni Salvador!: Australian Bird Guides 
-Robert Dawson: Scoter Identification 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan 519- 
622-4709 


Junior Naturalists' Club 

Location: Red Hill Valley 
Rosedale Arena 

Following in the Footsteps 
of Wildlife 

Return to Red Hill Valley and learn to 
identify wildlife tracks in winter. 

Organizer: Roslynne Price 681-2276 






9 

9 


& 

9 


9 

9 


& 

9 


9 


Thursday February 29 7:20 p.m. 

Plant Study Group 


Saturday February 10 10:00 a.m. 

Waterfalls and Wildlife 
This event will take us to our area’s 
frozen waterfalls which can be quite 
spectacular in the dead of winter. Bring 
your camera. 

Leader: Brian Wylie 62n-4601 

March 1 to May 15 

Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch 
This is conducted at Beamer Memorial 
Conservation Area on Ridge Rd. Above 
the escarpment in Grimsby. It is one of 
the best spring viewing spots for migrant 
hawks in Ontario. Counters are on hand 
daily. The better days are when winds are 
southerly. No guarantees. 

Contact: Mike Street 648-3737 


The January WOOD DUCK was 
assembled and mailed by: 

Norm and Mary Pomfret 
Marge and Norm Ralston 
Doris Rtmdle 
Jim and Jean Stollard 
Phyllis Vair 


Location: Gage Park Depot 

(Near Greenhouses) 

Hamilton 

The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and 
who wish to share ideas and learn more 
about this fascinating aspect of the natural 
world. Whether a beginner or a seasoned 
botanist, come out and enjoy the lively 
discussions. This month will feature: 

-Stream and Prairie Rehabilitation 
Project by HRCA -Members slides 

Organizer: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
648-1945 


Thanks everyone! 













